RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Limited

FAO Jake Stephens

The Planning Inspectorate
National Infrastructure Directorate
Temple Quay House

Temple

Quay

Bristol

BS1 6PN

18/02/2025

Dear Jake Stephens,

Planning Act 2008 — Application for a Development Consent Order for Peartree
Hill Solar Farm

Application reference: EN010157

1.1  On behalf of RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Limited (the ‘Applicant),
| am pleased to enclose an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO)
(the ‘DCO Application’) pursuant to section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (‘PA
2008°) for the proposed Peartree Hill Solar Farm (the ‘Proposed Development’).

Subject of the DCO Application

2.1 The DCO Application is for a DCO to construct, operate (including maintain),
and decommission ground mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) panel arrays, Bat-
tery Energy Storage Systems (BESS), and supporting infrastructure.

2.2  The DCO Application is required because the Proposed Development is classi-
fied as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) pursuant to sub-
sections 14(1)(a) and 15(1) and (2) of the PA 2008, as an onshore generating
station in England with a capacity exceeding 50 megawatts (MW). The decision
whether to grant development consent will be made by the Secretary of State
for Energy Security and Net Zero.

2.3  The location of the Proposed Development is shown on the Location and Land
Area Plan [EN010157/APP/2.1].

Application fee and documentation enclosed

3.1 Afee of £8,796 has been submitted by BACS payment to the Planning Inspec-
torate on 18 February 2025.



3.2

3.3

3.4

RWE

The DCO Application as listed in the Electronic Application Index
[ENO10157/APP/1.5] is provided in the template provided by the Planning In-
spectorate and the documents have been submitted via Sharepoint folder as
agreed with the Planning Inspectorate.

A GIS shapefile showing the Order Limits for the Proposed Development was
issued to the Planning Inspectorate on 13 December 2024.

A completed Section 55 Checklist [EN010157/APP/1.4] can be found within
Volume 1 of the DCO Application.

Application formalities

4.1

4.2

This DCO Application is made in the form required by section 37(3)(b) of the PA
2008 and the application documents comply with the requirements in section 37
of the PA 2008 and those set out in:

o The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Proce-
dure) Regulations 2009 (the APFP Regulations);

o The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regula-
tions 2017 (the EIA Regulations);

o The Department for Communities and Local Government’s ‘Planning Act
2008: Guidance on the pre-application process’ (March 2015);

o The Department for Communities and Local Government’s ‘Planning Act
2008: Nationally significant infrastructure projects — Application form guid-
ance’ (June 2013);

o The Department o Levelling Up, Housing and Communities ‘Planning Act
2008: Pre-Application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Pro-
jects’ (April 2024);

o The Planning Inspectorate’s ‘Advice Note Six: Preparation and submission
of application documents’ (October 2024); and

o The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities ‘Planning Act
2008: Acceptance stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects’
(April 2024).

It is understood that the DCO Application will be published (with any necessary
redactions and minus any confidential documents) on the Planning Inspec-
torate’s webpage as soon as possible after acceptance of the DCO Application.

Proposed Development Description

51

The Proposed Development is a solar PV electricity generating and storage fa-
cility with an export capacity of 320 MW and associated infrastructure. The Pro-
posed Development comprises several areas of land connected by a series of
underground cables. The Proposed Development will establish a grid connec-
tion via underground cabling to the National Grid Creyke Beck Substation, which
will transfer the electricity to the national electricity network.



5.2

RWE

A non-technical description of the Proposed Development is included within the
Introduction to the Application [EN010157/APP/1.2]. A more technical de-
scription of the Proposed Development is included within the Environmental
Statement (ES) Volume 1, Chapter 3: Proposed Development Description
[ENO10157/APP/6.1].

Need for the Proposed Development

6.1

6.2

The Proposed Development will provide for up to 320MW of renewable energy
to the UK’s electricity grid, contributing to the UK Government’s goal of net zero
carbon emissions by 2050. In 2022, the Government published their Energy
Security Strategy, announcing that they intend to accelerate and increase solar
power capacity to 70GW by 2035. Powering Up Britain, published in 2023, fur-
ther confirmed the Government’s commitment to solar energy production.

The Proposed Development would play an important part in helping the UK to
reach its renewable energy targets, by powering over 167,000 homes. The DCO
Application is accompanied by a Statement of Need, at Appendix 3 to the Plan-
ning Statement [EN010157/APP/5.5] which provides a comprehensive ac-
count of the need for the Proposed Development.

Consent Flexibility

7.1

7.2

7.3

The design of the Proposed Development has been developed to a sufficient
level of detail so as to allow the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and
DCO Application examination to take place.

A degree of flexibility is provided for in the Draft DCO [EN010157/APP/3.1] and
supporting Works Plans [EN010157/APP/2.2] and is required to allow for the
rapid evolution of technology within the solar PV and energy storage markets.
The flexibility is needed to successfully deliver the Project. The Design Ap-
proach Document [EN010157/APP/5.7] demonstrates how the design of the
Proposed Development has been developed and the Design Parameters Doc-
ument [EN010157/APP/5.8] sets out the maximum (and where relevant mini-
mum) parameters within which the detailed design of the Proposed Develop-
ment is to be undertaken.

The Applicant has considered the Planning Inspectorate’s ‘Advice Note Nine:
Rochdale Envelope’ (July 2018) and ES Volume 1, Chapter 3: Proposed De-
velopment Description [EN010157/APP/6.1] describes the reasonable worst-
case scenario of the Proposed Development’s design based on the maximum
(and where relevant minimum) parameters of any element of the design that is
not currently fixed. The EIA recognises that the worst-case parameter for one
technical assessment may differ from another. Where this approach is applied,
this has been confirmed within the relevant topic chapters of this ES.

Habitats Regulations Assessment

8.1

This DCO Application includes a Habitats Regulations Assessment - Infor-
mation to inform Appropriate Assessment document [EN010157/APP/5.3]
as required by Regulation 5(2)(g) of the APFP Regulations. The Habitats Reg-
ulations Assessment document was prepared in consultation with the Planning
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Inspectorate’s ‘Advice Note Ten: Habitats Regulations Assessments’ (Septem-
ber 2024). It identifies all relevant European sites and provides sufficient infor-
mation for the competent authority to determine whether the Proposed Devel-
opment is likely to have an adverse effect on the integrity of any European site.

8.2 As set out in the Habitats Regulations Assessment - Information to inform
Appropriate Assessment document [EN010157/APP/5.3], the Applicant un-
dertook Stage 1 screening and concluded that the potential for likely significant
effects could not be ruled out for some sites. Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment
was therefore undertaken and concluded that with the implementation of miti-
gation measures there would be no adverse effects (alone or in-combination)
on the integrity of the identified European sites as a result of the Proposed De-
velopment.

Compulsory acquisition

9.1 The land over which the Applicant is seeking powers of compulsory acquisition
of land, rights and interest and powers of temporary possession in the Draft
DCO [EN010157/APP/3.1] for the purposes of the Proposed Development are
listed in the Book of Reference [EN010157/APP/4.2] and shown on the Land
Plans [EN010157/APP/2.4]. The Statement of Reasons [EN010157/APP/4.1]
also provides details of the powers sought.

9.2  The Applicant continues to engage with landowners with regard to the acquisi-
tion of land by agreement; and negotiations with this objective will be ongoing
throughout the DCO process. The status of such discussions is set out in the
Schedule of Negotiations and Powers Sought [EN010157/APP/4.4].

9.3 The Book of Reference [EN010157/APP/4.2] has been prepared and is sub-
mitted in compliance with Regulation 5(2)(d) of the APFP Regulations, and in
accordance with the Department for Communities and Local Government (now
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities) guidance 'Planning
Act 2008: Guidance related to procedures for compulsory acquisition of land'
(September 2013).

9.4 Details of the adequacy of the funding for compensation are provided in the
Funding Statement [EN010157/APP/4.3]. The Statement of Reasons and
Funding Statement are submitted in compliance with Regulation 5(2)(h) of the
APFP Regulations.

Other consents

10.1 A summary of other consents and licenses likely to be required in addition to
those being requested as part of the draft DCO in relation to the Proposed De-
velopment, are set out in the Other Consents and Licences
[EN010157/APP/5.9] document.

Pre-application consultation

11.1 The Applicant has had careful regard to the pre-application consultation require-
ments of the PA 2008, the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
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Government’s Guidance ‘Planning Act 2008: Pre-application Stage for Nation-
ally Significant Infrastructure Projects and advice page Nationally Significant In-
frastructure Projects: Advice on the Consultation Report. As required by sec-
tion 37(3)(c) of the PA 2008, a Consultation Report [EN010157/APP/5.1] and
Consultation Report appendices [EN010157/APP/5.2] accompany this DCO
Application. These documents detail compliance with sections 42, 46, 47, 48
and 49 of the PA 2008, the APFP Regulations, the EIA Regulations and relevant
guidance.

11.2 The responses of statutory and non-statutory consultees are listed and summa-
rised in the Consultation Report [EN010143/APP/5.1] and these have in-
formed the design evolution of the Proposed Development.

Pre-application engagement with the Planning Inspectorate

12.1 Details of pre-application engagement with the Planning Inspectorate can be
found in Chapter 8 of the Consultation Report [EN010157/APP/5.1].

12.2 A selection of draft application documents were shared with the Planning In-
spectorate on 11 October 2024 and the comments received on those docu-
ments have been considered in preparing the final DCO Application.

Other matters

13.1 In accordance with Regulation 5(5) of the APFP Regulations, the Applicant has
retained all responses to the consultations carried out under Part 5 of the PA
2008 and can make them available at the request of the Planning Inspectorate.

13.2 The Applicant will keep all DCO Application documents under review and will
endeavour to provide updates (where it considers it necessary to do so) during
the examination. This will take into consideration the questions and comments
received from the Examining Authority and Interested Parties.

13.3 We look forward to hearing from you in relation to the acceptance of this DCO
Application. If we can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us
using the details provided below.

Kind regards,
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Mike Greslow
Lead DCO Development Project Manager
RWE Solar and Storage UK Ltd



