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1.2.2

RWE

Purpose of this document

This document the Consultation Report Appendices contains information relevant
to the Consultation Report [EN010157/APP/5.1]. The Consultation Report has
been prepared by RWE (as the Applicant) to accompany an application for a
Development Consent Order for Peartree Hill Solar Farm (the Proposed
Development).

The report is submitted in accordance with section 37(3)(c) of the Planning Act
2008 (PA 2008), which requires that any application for an order granting
development consent must be accompanied by a consultation report.

This document contains information which evidences or supports the information
provided in the Consultation Report [EN010157/APP/5.1].

Structure of this document

The Appendices are as far as possible the order that are referenced within that
report.

A list is provided below in Table 1-1 of the documents within Appendix F.

Table 1-1 List of documents in Appendix E

Appendix F-1 Community newsletter
Appendix F-2 Consultation brochure
Appendix F-3 Consultation feedback form
Appendix F-4 Freepost envelope

Appendix F-5 Non-technical summary of PEIR

Appendix F-6.1

Consultation poster

Appendix F-6.2

List of consultation poster locations

Appendix F-7

Consultation banners
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Appendix F-8.1

Photos of Leven consultation event

Appendix F-8.2

Photos of Wawne consultation event

Appendix F-8.3

Photos of Tickton consultation event

Appendix F-8.4

Photos of Cottingham consultation event

Appendix F-9.1

Photos of Tickton deposit point

Appendix F-9.2

Photos of Leven deposit point

Appendix F-9.3

Photos of Beverley deposit point

Appendix F-10

Example of social media posts during
statutory consultation

Appendix F-11

Website screenshots

Appendix F-12

Webinar presentation

Appendix F-13.1

Statutory consultation launch press
release

Appendix F-13.2

Statutory consultation reminder press
release

Appendix F-13.3

List of media outlets the press release
was sent to

Appendix F-13.4

Media coverage
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Appendix F-1 Community newsletter
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Appendix F-2 Consultation brochure
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Appendix F-3 Consultation feedback form
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Appendix F-4 Freepost envelope
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Appendix F-5 Non-technical summary of
PEIR
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http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Appendix F-6 Consultation poster and lo-
cations

Appendix F-6.1 Consultation poster
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Appendix F-8 Photos of consultation event

Appendix F-8.1 Photos of Leven consultation event
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Appendix F-9 Photos of deposit points

Appendix F-9.1 Photos of Tickton deposit point
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Appendix F-9.2 Photos of Leven deposit point
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Appendix F-9.3 Photos of Beverley deposit point
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Appendix F-10 Example of social media
posts during statutory consultation
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Appendix F-11 Website screenshots

Page 21







Take a closer look at each of the Land Areas (A-F)

Benefits

tangible

Creating a local space for wildlife,
leisure and education
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RWE reartree Hill solar Form Home  Proposcls  Benefts  Documents  PlanningProcess  FAQs  Haveyoursay

Statutory consultation documents

Peartree Hill Solar Farm Statement of Community Consultation o, Download @ View
Peartree Hill Solar Farm Statutory Consultation Brochure * b, Download @ \iew
Peartree Hill Solar Farm Statutory Consultation Feedback Form &, Download @ View
Peartree Hill Solar Form Stotutory Consultation Newsletter & Downlood @ View
Peartree Hill Solar Farm Statutory Consultation Poster o, Download @ View
Peartree Hill Solar Farm Statutory Consultation Exhibition Banners o Download @ View
Peartree Hill Solar Farm Statutory Consultation Webinar 28 May o, Download

Peartree Hill Solar Farm Statutory Consultation Webinar 12 June o, Download

Section 47 and Section 48 Natice b, Download @ View

Watch ot recording of ourwebinar,

* Some printed copies of the brochure contained an error on page 11. This online version contains the correct plan for Land Area B on page 11.
Area plans
lustrative Masterplan &, Download @ View
Land Area A Land South of High and Low Baswick Map wby Download @ View

Land Area B Land North West of Long Riston Map b Download @ \View



RWE seortree Hil SolarForm Home  Proposcls  Benefits  Documents  PlanningProcess  FAQs  Mave yoursay

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)
& Downlood oll (731MB zip file)

Volume 1 - Main Report

Main report o Downicod @ View

Preliminary Envirenmentol Information Report Nen-Technicol Summary & Downicod

Volume 2 - Figures

2.1 - Location Plan & Dowrlood @ View

@

2.2 - Droft Order Limits & Downlo

2.3 - Environmental Features Plan & Downicod @ View

1 - Propased Development Constriiction Layout ond Accass Plan

3.1a - Proposed Development Construction Loyout and Access Ptan - Lond Area A
3.1b - Propased Development Construction Layout and Access Plan - Land Area 8
3.1c - Proposed Development Construction Layout and Access Plon - Land Area C

3.1d - Proposed Development Construction Layout and Access Plan - Land Area D

3.1e - Proposed Development Construction Layout and Access Plan - Land Area E

3.1f - Proposed Development Construction Lovout ond Access

in - Lond Areo F

RWE reortree Hil solor Farm Home  Proposals  Benefits  Documents  Planning Process  FAQs

Volume 3 - Appendices

6.1 - Air Quality Method Statement ok Downlood @ View
6.2 - Response on Air Quality Method Statement o, Downlood @ View
7.1~ Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (Land Areos) (Part 1) & Downlocd @ View
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (Lond Areos) (Part 2) & Downlood @ View
7.2 - Bodger Survey Report A, Downlocd @ View
7.3 - Ornithology Survey Report & Downlood @ View
7.4 - Wintering Bird Survey Report & Downiood @ View
Ciimate Dota Sources ond Assumptions &, Download ~ © View
9.1 Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Part 1) & Downlood @ View
9.1 Archaeological Desk-Bosed As t(Port 2 &, Dow @ View
9.1 Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Port 3) o Downiocd @ View
9.1 Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Part 4; &, Downiood @ View
9.1 Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Part 5) & Downlood @ Vi

sed Assessment (Part 6) o, Downiood @

9.1 Archaeological Desk
9.1 Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Part 7) & Downlocd ~ ® View

ood @ View

9.2 - Geophysical Report (Part 1)

RW E Peartree Hill Solar Farm Home Proposals Benefits Documents Planning Process FAQs

Volume 4 - Viewpoints

Viewpoint Location Plan & Downlood @ View
Viewpoints 1a-2b &, Downlood @ Vi
Viewpoints 3a-5a b, Downlood @ View
Viewpoints 6a-70 ok Do @\
Viewpoints 8a-9b b, Downlood @
Viewpaints 9c-10a & Dowrlood @ View
Viewpoints 10b-10d & Downlood @ View
Viewpoints 11a-13a ok, Download @
Viewpoints 13b-14b b, Downlood @ View

Viewpoints 14¢-15a
Viewpoints 15b-15d
Viewpoints 16a-18a
Viewpoints 18a-26a

Viewpoints 18b-20a

Viewpoints 21a-22b

\iswnninte 27r-23h 4. P
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Peartree Hill Solar Farm

Webinar 1
Tuesday 28 May 2024
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+ The initial plans for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm were presented by JBM
Solar during the non -statutory
consultation.

+ In 2023, RWE acquired JBM Solar,
establishing itself as one of the top
three solar developers in the UK.

* We are committed to projects
throughout their lifetime, from
development to construction and
operation, all the way through to
decommissioning

« Itis RWE'’s ambition to have a carbon
neutral energy portfolio by 2040,
providing clean, secure, and
affordable energy to millions of
households.

RWE 13.02.2025 Page 3



Proposed Development

* 320 MWofelectricity, enough to power 167,000 homes
¢ Severalareas ofland (currentlynamed Land Areas A-F)

* Connected to the grid at the existing Creyke Beck
Substation byunderground cables

« Life spanofapproximately40 years
* Non-statutoryconsultation in Autumn 2023

* Environmentallmpact Assessment: Scoping Opinion
received in December2023.

* Ongoing surveys and assessment to support
development of Preliminary EnvironmentalInformation
Report

* The project willgo through the Development Consent
Order (DCO)planning process. The Secretaryof State for
the Department of Energy Security and Net Zero, who
willdecide on the outcome ofthe application.

©f) Wearehere

Pre-Examination

Pre-application Acceptance

Examination Decision Post Decision

RWE 13.02.2025




Proposals at a glance

RWE

13.02.2025
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Contributing 320MW of clean electricity

to the national grid, enough to power the
equivalent of approximately 167,000 homes
- that's more than every home in Hull!

Supporting the UK's net zero targets
by displacing over 11,400,000
tonnes of CO; from equivalent fossil
fuel energy - that equates to taking
c.166,000 cars off the road each year.

Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)
on-site, ensuring the solar farm can be
as flexible and as efficient as possible

in delivering energy to the grid.

Over 95% of the solar panel areas can

be made available for sheep grazing,
retaining an agricultural use and allowing
topsoil to recover, by increasing soil organic
matter and improving soil structure.

Over 50% Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)
to be delivered on-site, providing
ecological enhancements through new
and improved habitats, such as wildflower
meadows, grassland areas, bird and

bat nesting boxes, and beehives.

...,
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RWE will provide @ community benefit
fund of up to £4.2 million to support
local community groups and initiatives.

Around £18.5 million generated in business
rates over the lifetime of the project,

to be used by East Riding of Yorkshire

Council to fund important local services.

Providing additional opportunities for
public recreation, with up to 7km of
proposed new permissive paths across the
site, outdoor picnic areas, benches, wildflower
meadows and community orchards.

Up to 15km of proposed new hedgerow
and trees including a mix of mature and
semi-mature tree planting to further improve
visual screening and habitat creation.

Educational opportunities introduced
across the site, including an outdoor
classroom areq, information boards and
educational trails, providing information
about local wildlife, historical features
and renewable energy generation.

Page 5
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Why do we need solar? =

The UKhas a legallybinding commitment to achieve net zero

carbon emissions by 2050 .As one of the cheapest and most rapidly
deployable forms of renewable energy, solar will play an important role in
achieving this commitment.

Home -grown energy security. UK government has set an ambition
of reaching 70 gigawatts of installed solar capacity by 2035, a five-
fold increase on the current installed capacity.

In 2021, East Riding of Yorkshire Council declared a climate
emergency and has committed to achieving net zero through the
reduction of its own emissions to assist with national and
regional decarbonisation goals

RWE 13.022025 Page 6



What do solar farms look like?

[1]

Solar Farm Infrastructure

1 Solar Energy & Landscape Area
2 Fencing 7 On-site Substation
3 Solar Panel 8 Underground Cable
4 Inverter % Transmission Network
Storage System 10 Clean electricity
for households
and businesses
El
o
I : I B a
cnbtbarnbalbotade iy A
E 1™

RWE 2/13/2025
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Land Area A: Land South of High and
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Land Area B: Land North West of Long  Riston
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Land Area C: Land West of Arnol

e

7%

77
AT
....

75
A7

L7~

L7
L7

7
L7

<>
=
72A
e,
LT~

2

<2

2
{2

OS>
b0 %%
2532

L2
SR}
’0"0

{7

Site
(Draft Order Limits)

L o
-y |- Existing Woodlands
= .
- ! Easting Trees

Existing Public Rights of
Way (Retained)

B Esisting Powerlines and
gL
: Froposed area for mitigation
n -anderlmnoemai \

Proposed planting for
r screening and creation of
“ ecological corridors

Proposed Solar Panels. \\
Internal Tracks and Inverter
Stations.

Z Proposed Permissive Path
Y

>
%

L2

-,

525
X2

o

<2

D%
2R
R
%ﬁ'

RWE Page 10



— L7
=— I LLRLRER 2
2L LALLARLRLKe
\\/&u&%&&%
””"‘ S
) S5

T =

Land South of the A1035

Land Area D

Minimum 50m ofiset between solar
Primary Access

Propased Operational Access

Proposed Sereening Planting

ning and creation of ecalogical

cormidors

Propased new and infill planting for

screer

A .
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Connections with existing Public Rights of Way network

Propased hedgerow to site boundary

Proposed Permissive Path

lar Panels, Internal
Tracks and Inverter Stafions

Propased Sol

RWE



Land Area E: Land East of Weel
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Land North of Wawne

Land Area F
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Cable corridor

* The potential cable route has undergone
careful planning and assessment to s ok 3
consider the most efficient and b T T 4
environmentally responsible cable routes to %
connect Peartree Hill to the Creyke Beck
Substation.

* No cables will be installed under residential
properties or within residential gardens.

I

CAbIgRout) k.,
Qption2t

* Only one cable corridor option to Creyke
Beck substation will be submitted as part of
the DCO application.

* |n addition to the main cable route that
connects to CB substation, there will also be
an interconnecting cable route between the
Land Areas.

RWE Page 14



Environmental Impact Assessments  — Our work so far

Environmental impact What we've assessed

Air Quality The likely effects on air quality during construction and decommissioning on nearby sensitive ecological and human
receptors.

Biodiversity The likely effects on international, national, and local ecological networks, including habitats for protected species.

Climate The likely effects on greenhouse gas emissions and the resilience of Peartree Hill against any major climate events.

Cultural heritage The likely effects on historical assets such as scheduled monuments, listed buildings, and conservation areas.

Land, Soils and The likely effects on soils, groundwater, and agricultural land.

Groundwater

Landscape and Visual The likely effects on the character and views of the local landscape and people’s enjoyment of it.

Noise and Vibration The likely noise effects during construction, operation and decommissioning at noise -sensitive locations near
Peartree Hill.

Population The likely effects on dwellings, commercial properties, agricultural operations, community assets and Public Rights of
Way.

Transport and Access The likely effects on local traffic and access routes during the construction and decommissioning of Peartree Hill.

Hydrology and Flood Risk The likely effects on surface water, flood risk, and drainage.

Glint and Glare The likely glint and glare effects on residential dwellings, Public Rights of Way, road, rail, airfields, Air Traffic Control
Towers, and approaching aircrafts nearby Peartree Hill.

RWE 2/13/2025 Page 15



Community Benefit Fund

RWE is committed to providing a community investment fund
that can be used to support a wide variety of community
projects over the lifetime of the solar farm.

Typically, RWE community funds are managed by an
independent third party who support fund applicants and
recruit a panel of local people to make decisions on fund
allocations.

We are proposing to provide up to £4.2 million over the
lifetime of the Peartree Hill.

This would take the form of annual payments spread across
the 40 -year lifespan of Peartree Hill's operation.

RWE 2/13/2025
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Operation and Decommissioning

During operation, routine activities would
primarily involve ongoing maintenance,
safety and security checks.

There would also be a need to carry out
environmental checks, such as monitoring
the success of new planting and
maintaining the local vegetation and
amenity areas.

The safety and security of the site would be
reinforced through the installation of
security fencing and perimeter CCTV
cameras surrounding solar panel areas

RWE 2/13/2025

After40 years Peartree Hillwould be
decommissioned,and the land would be
reinstated.

As part ofthe DCO application, RWE will
prepare an outline decommissioning plan.

Upto 99%ofthe materials in solarPV
modules can be recycled.

Nonrecyclable infrastructure would be
disposed offollowing established good
practice and contemporaryprocesses.

Established biodiversityand habitat
measures would be preserved, fostering a
legacyofecologicalstewardship in the
landscape.

Page 18



Statutory Consultation

Our statutory consultation launched on Wednesday
15 May and will last until Wednesday 26 June.

We have put together a Statement of Community
Consultation and have consulted East Riding of
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council.

We have sent newsletters to over 11,000 addresses.

We will be hosting four in -person events and two
webinars.

Physical copies of materials are available at:
Beverley Library, Leven Library and Tickton Village
Hall.

We will review the feedback received at this stage
alongside the assessments we are conducting and
use this to finalise of the scheme ahead of submitting
a DCO application.

We expect the Examination Process by the Planning
Inspectorate to take place in 2025.

RWE 13.02.2025

e

=

e ———
Date Time Location
Tuesday 21 May 2024 1pm -7pm Cottingham Civic Hall
Market Green, Cottingham,
HU16 5QG
Wednesday 22 May 2024 1pm -7pm Leven Hall
North Street, Leven, HU17 5NF
Tuesday 28 May 2024 6.30pm -8pm Online Webinar (Register at
peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
Saturday 1 June 2024 11am -3pm Tickton Village Hall
Main Street, Tickton, HU17 9RZ
Monday 3 June 2024 1pm -6.30pm Wawne Village Hall
36 Main Street, Wawne, HU7
5XH
Wednesday 12 June 2024 6.30pm -8pm Online Webinar (Register at

peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

Page 19




How to provide comments

Responding to the consultation

— Iy Yy Ve SN N,
= SIS .
RIS
27575 ZILARRL
/\ 2
//%

Contact us

There are a number of different ways people
can respond to the consultation:

* By returning a feedback form at ourin -
person events or via the Freepost address

* By completing the feedback form on our
consultation website

* By getting in touch via email

RWE 13022025

If you would like to speak with a memberofthe
Peartree Hillproject team,please dont hesitate
toreach out to us.

* peartreehillsolar.co.uk
* info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
* 01482695004

*  FREEPOSTPEARTREE HILLSOLAR FARM
(no stamp required)

Page 20



Indicative timeline

Early stage (non -
statutory)
consultation

October 2023 Winter 2023/2024

Review all
consultation
feedback and refine
design

RWE

Ongoing
environmental
impact assessment
and further design

Development
Consent Order
application

Determination by
the Secretary of
State, following the

Examining

Authority’s report

refinement
Winter/ Spring 2024 Spring 2024  Autumn/Winter 2024 2025
Statutory public Examination
consultation on process by the
more progressed Planning
plans Inspectorate

2026

Commence
construction of
Peartree Hill
(subject to planning)

Page 21



RWE

Thank you and any questions
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Consultation zone

RWE 13.022025 Page 23




Other Solar Projects ————

RWE 13.02.2025 Page 24
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Appendix F-13 Statutory consultation me-
dia engagement

Appendix F-13.1 Statutory consultation launch press re-
lease
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For release Wednesday 15 May 2024

RWE has unveiled its progressed proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm near Beverley in East Riding of
Yorkshire, a project that would generate enough energy to power around 167,000 homes.

Following an initial round of consultation last year, the developer has used community feedback to
shape plans for the 320MW solar project, which can be found at

The community is now encouraged to view and respond to the updated proposals for Peartree Hill Solar
Farm as part of a second consultation period running from Wednesday 15 May to Wednesday 26 June
2024.

Peartree Hill would comprise of six land parcels connected to Creyke Beck substation through a series
of underground cables, allowing the transfer of energy to the national network. The most northern part
of the site is located northwest of Leven, with the remainder of the solar farm located on land between
the villages of Tickton, Riston, Wawne, Weel, and Woodmansey.

RWE remains dedicated to the retention and enhancement of natural habitats and species, as well as
providing more than 50% Biodiversity Net Gain through new planting and habitat creation.

Based on community feedback, RWE is proposing additional opportunities for public recreation at the
site, with new and enhanced footpaths, outdoor picnic areas, benches, wildflower meadows and
community orchards.

Additionally, a £4.2m community benefit fund would be established across the project’s 40-year
lifespan to support local causes and initiatives. RWE will work with local community representatives to
understand how this fund can be best used to meet the area’s needs and aspirations.

As part of its commitment to community engagement, the team will be hosting several in-person and
online events as part of its consultation to offer people the opportunity to meet the project team,
provide feedback and ask questions.

RWE is holding four in-person consultation events for local people, at:

¢ Cottingham Civic Hall, Market Green Cottingham on Tuesday 21 May 2024 from 1pm to
7pm;

e Leven Hall, North Street, Leven on Wednesday 22 May 2024 from 1pm to 7pm.
¢ Tickton Village Hall, Main Street, Tickton on Saturday 1 June 2024 from 11am to 3pm;
¢ Wawne Village Hall, 36 Main Street, Wawne on Monday 3 June 2024 from 1pm to 6:30pm;

In addition to the in-person events, the team will also be hosting two online webinars which can be
registered for on the project website. These will be held on:

e Tuesday 28 May 2024 from 6:30pm to 8pm,;
¢ Wednesday 12 June 2024 from 6.30pm to 8pm.

Feedback on the proposals will be accepted until 11:59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024. This feedback
will help shape the plans as they are finalised before a DCO submission later this year.

Peartree Hill is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and will proceed through
the Development Consent Order (DCO) planning process. The final decision on whether to grant
consent for the project will be made by the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and
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For release Wednesday 5 June 2024

RWE is asking the community to share feedback on progressed proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
near Beverley in East Riding of Yorkshire, a project that would generate enough energy to power around
167,000 homes.

The community is encouraged to view and respond to the proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm as part
of its statutory consultation, which will run until Wednesday 26 June 2024.

Following an initial round of consultation last year, the developer has used community feedback to
shape plans for the 320MW solar project proposing additional opportunities for public recreation, at the
site, with new and enhanced footpaths across the site, outdoor picnic areas, benches, wildflower
meadows and community orchards.

Peartree Hill would comprise of six land parcels connected to Creyke Beck substation through a series
of underground cables, allowing the seamless transfer of energy to the national network. The most
northern part of the site is located northwest of Leven, with the remainder of the solar farm located on
land between the villages of Tickton, Riston, Wawne, Weel, and Woodmansey.

As part of its commitment to community engagement, the team has hosted several in-person and online
events over the past few weeks to offer people the opportunity to meet the project team, provide
feedback and ask questions.

The in-person events in Cottingham, Leven, Tickton, and Wawne attracted over 150 local people and
provided the team with valuable insight that will help to shape the final proposals.

With the consultation now reaching its halfway point, anyone interested in the project can register for
the final online webinar on the project website. This will be held on Wednesday 12 June 2024 from
6.30pm to 8pm.

RWE Development project manager, Mike Greslow, said: “This consultation period has been
instrumental in shaping our plans and ensuring the project aligns with the needs of the community and
the environment.”

“We are committed to delivering a project that not only generates renewable energy but also contributes
positively to the local area and | encourage local people to visit our consultation website, learn more
about the proposals and to let us know what they think.”

A £4.2m community benefit fund would be established across the project’s 40-year lifespan to support
local causes and initiatives. RWE will work with local community representatives to understand how this
fund can be best used to meet the area’s needs and aspirations.

Peartree Hill is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and will proceed through
the Development Consent Order (DCO) planning process. The final decision on whether to grant
consent for the project will be made by the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and
Net Zero.

The consultation launched on Wednesday 15 May and runs until Wednesday 26 June 2024.

Detailed information about the proposals, and the methods for providing feedback can be found at the
project website: https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/ or by contacting the project team by email at
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or by phone on 01482 695 004. Upon request, all documents can be
made available in alternative accessible formats.
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Two large solar projects are planned
for East Yorkshire

farm schemes is helping create a second

kshire

o Lyy Angus Young 19-06-2024 1(:59 in Environment, Region Reading Time: & mins Al

Fifteen years ago, the first of what would become a series of large-scale onshore wind farms scattered
across the county started producing electricity near a former RAF base south of Bridlington. However,
when government subsidies for onshore wind were slashed in 2015, the pace of new development
slowed dramatically. Now focus has switched from wind to solar with more than 20 separate planning
applications for solar-related projects currently lodged with East Riding of Yorkshire Council.

Nationally significant infrastructure projects

Because of their anticipated generating capacity of more than S50MW of electricity, there are also two
solar farm schemes earmarked for the area that are currently going through the development consent
order process separately, as both are classed as nationally significant infrastructure projects.

The largest in terms of export capacity is Boom Power's East Yorkshire Solar Farm, which is proposed to
cover an area of 1,277 hectares of land between the villages of Gribthorpe, Spaldington and Wressle and
the town of Howden. The other is RWE's Peartree Hill Solar Farm, some 20 miles north of Hull, which
includes several areas of land connected by a series of underground cables.

Meither proposed location is accidental. The Boom Power scheme is intended to feed into the Mational
Grid's substation at Drax, while electricity generated at Peartree Hill would be applied to another National
Grid substaticon at Cottingham which is alsc being geared up handle power from the Dogger Bank and
Hornsea Four offshore wind farms in the North Sea.

Both solar schemes have been designed to occupy sites in close proximity to majer grid connections, but
sufficiently far encugh away from areas of significant population to avoid the kind of protests staged
against wind farm propoesals over a decade ago.

Minimising the loss of valuable agricultural land

Inevitably, it means agricultural land is involved in both locations, with developers keen to stress their
efforts in minimising the use of the most valuable and preductive land. At Peartree Hill, most of the land
iis either arable or grassland and RWE are expected to encourage existing landowners or tenant farmers,
incleding a free-range chicken business, to continue grazing under the raised solar panels.

1 attended a recent public consultation event for the Peartree Hill scheme and was struck by a change in
maed from the days of vociferous villagers campaigning against wind farms being built on their doorstep.
Perhaps it's a visual thing. In East Yorkshire's predominantly flat landscape, solar farms are relatively easy
to hide from view behind hedgerows.

I think there has also been a shift in attitudes towards not only the need for clean sustainable energy but
also self-sufficiency when it comes to energy generation. Terrible though it is, the conflict in Ukraine has
taught everyone a harsh lesson about energy dependency.



Arguments over land use don't stack up

Opponents of solar farms continue to raise the loss of agricultural land as a major concern but, from what
I've actually seen on the ground, it's an argument that doesn't stack up. RWE says over 25% of solar panel
areas can be made available for grazing, not only retaining an agricultural use but also allowing topsoil to
recover by increasing crganic matter in the soil.

According to Boom Power, even the five-fold increase in solar power predicted by the government as
being necessary to meet net zero targets would still only account for 0.3% of UK land - less than the
amaount currently used for golf courses.

“Thiz iz an absurdly 2mall area to help reduce the UK's carbon footprint, displace uze of extortionate fossil
fuels, reduce electricity bills, benefit nature and bolster the country’s energy security,” added the company.

Suspicions remain over fossil fuel links

As for the energy firms behind solar farms, critics often point to those with an entrenched trading legacy
of gas and il as a reason to be suspicicus.

On its website, German-owned RWE makes no secret of its fossil fuel history in the mining of coal, lignite
and gas but also goes to great lengths to detail its transition to clean energy sources. It says:

“Climate protection is a truly Herculean task for the area of conventional
electricity generation in particular but we accept the challenge by constantly
optimising and modernising our power plant portfolio, for example.

“The phaseout of coal is also on the agenda for RWE in the coming years. We are
working very closely with our partners from industry and research as we take this
responsible step, focusing in the process on the use of promising technologies
that can help reduce gas emissions to a minimum.”







As part of the agreement, RWE will supply energy from its UK solar projects Cotmoor, located in
Nottinghamshire, and Copse Lodge in Northamptonshire, via two separate financial pay-as-produced PPAs.

The Cotmoor site was included in the seven sites RWE will begin constructing this year and has already
achieved Financial Investment Decision (FID). Copse Lodge Solar Farm is expected to follow in 2025.

Solar Power Portal’s publisher Solar Media will host the UK Solar Summit on 4-5 June 2024 in London. The event
will explore the UK’s new landscape for utility and rooftop solar, looking at the opportunities within a GW+ annual
market, and much more. For more information, go to the website.




RWE Renewables UK Limited

Windmill Hill Business Park,
Whitehill Way,

Swindon,
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