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Purpose of this document

This Potential Main Issues for Examination (‘PMIE’) document has been prepared
by RWE Renewable UK Solar and Storage Ltd (the ‘Applicant’) to accompany an
application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) (‘DCO Application’) for
Peartree Hill Solar Farm (the ‘Proposed Development’) made to the Secretary of
State for Energy Security and Net Zero pursuant to the Planning Act 2008.

This document has been prepared and submitted in compliance with the
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus
(September 2024) and Regulation 5(2)(q) of the Infrastructure Planning
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 (‘the APFP
Regulations’) which states: “The application must be accompanied by... any
other documents considered necessary to support the application”.

The purpose of this document is to provide the Examining Authority ‘(‘ExA)’ with
a summary of the main residual issues with key stakeholders remaining at the
time of the DCO Application submission. This document has been prepared
alongside relevant stakeholders and this document has been shared with the
relevant stakeholders and the contents agreed, where possible, prior to the
submission of the DCO Application. This document has been presented in the
format provided by the Planning Inspectorate. The issues set out in chapter 3 do
not constitute a definitive list of matters likely to be raised during the DCO
Examination and does not preclude stakeholders from raising further concerns
during the planning process.

It is anticipated that a number of the issues outlined in this document may be
resolved between the submission of the DCO Application and Examination,
including once stakeholders have had an opportunity to review the DCO
Application and through the evolution of application documents, including the
negotiation of ‘protective provisions’, where necessary. It is the Applicant’s
intention to continue to work with stakeholders throughout the DCO Examination
to resolve issues wherever possible.

This chapter provides the current position of engagement with the key
stakeholders. Table 1 provides a high-level position and sets out where potential
main issues for examination remain with key stakeholders.
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Table 1: Position of key stakeholders at the time of DCO Application submission

Stakeholder

Position at time of DCO Application submission

Natural
England (NE)

NE have outstanding concerns regarding Agricultural Land
Classification (ALC) surveys for the grid connection cable route,
bird surveys along the grid connection cable route, and the
mitigation area for the loss of functionally linked land. Natural
England have provided comments to the Applicant regarding a
draft version of the Habitats Regulations Assessment —
Information to Inform the Appropriate Assessment (September
2024) and a Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy document (November
2024) (shared with Natural England on 25 November 2024). The
Applicant considers it is likely that these issues will be resolved
once the full suite of application documents are available for NE’s
review. Natural England are engaging in further discussions with
the Applicant regarding these issues. These issues have been
identified based on the information available at submission;
Natural England may have additional comments to make once
they have reviewed all relevant DCO application documents.
Further details are provided in Table 2 below.

East Riding of
Yorkshire
Council
(ERYC)

ERYC have outstanding concerns regarding land drainage
surveys, upgrading of existing public rights of way, proposed
construction access via Park Lane, and installation of a passing
place opposite Meaux Abbey Farm. The Applicant considers it is
likely that the majority of these issues will be resolved prior to
Examination. Further details are provided in Table 3 below.

Environment

The EA has outstanding concerns regarding fish, water discharge

Agency (EA) / abstraction licenses, water quality and water resources. The Ap-
plicant considers it is likely these will be resolved prior to Exami-
nation.

Further details are provided in Table 4 below.

Figham The Figham Pasture Masters have outstanding concerns regard-

Pasture ing construction impacts within Figham Common. The Applicant

Masters considers it is likely these will be resolved once the DCO Applica-
tion documents are available for review.

Further details are provided in Table 5 below.
National Grid National Grid have outstanding concerns regarding works within
Electrical proximity to their proposed infrastructure / apparatus, namely

Transmission

within the National Grid Creyke Beck Substation where the
Proposed Development will connect. National Grid also require
further details regarding the timings and extent of works at Park
Lane and the interfaces required with the proposed National Grid
Creyke Beck Substation extension works. The Applicant considers
it is likely these will be resolved once the DCO Application
documents are available for the National Grid’s review.

Further details are provided in Table 6 below.
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Stakeholder Position at time of DCO Application submission
Historic No potential main issues identified for examination.
England

Historic England has confirmed that it appears that all of their key
consultation comments have been resolved and there are no
unidentified issues.

Historic England has advised that given their position is being
captured at the point of pre-submission, prior to the publication of
the Environmental Statement, matters cannot be fully settled until
it has formally reviewed the submitted DCO Application.

National No potential main issues identified for examination.

Highways

National Highways has confirmed that it appears that all of
National Highways’ key consultation comments have been
appropriately considered and that National Highways has no
additional comments to provide in line with any particular
outstanding issues for the site as associated with the pre-
application consultation undertaken to date.

National Highways has advised that given its position is being
captured at the point of pre-submission, prior to the publication of
the Environmental Statement, matters cannot be fully settled until
it has reviewed the submitted DCO Application.

2.1.2

3.1.1

3.1.2

The Applicant intends to agree Statements of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) with
relevant stakeholders to be set out in the Rule 6 and Rule 8 letters issued by the
EXA following acceptance of the DCO Application. These SoCGs will remain live
through the course of the Examination as the Applicant continues to engage on
any outstanding matters, and a final position will be submitted prior to the close
of Examination.

Tables 2 to 6 below set out the remaining main issues with each of the relevant
stakeholders that have not been resolved prior to submission of the DCO
Application.

The tables provide an overview of the concerns held by each Stakeholder, where
this concern is addressed in the DCO Application, and the Applicant’s position on
the likelihood of the issue being resolved prior to, or during, the Examination. The
tables include a Red/Amber/Green rating to highlight the likelihood of each issue
being resolved. The following consideration has been applied to each colour:
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Red — fundamental disagreements which are unlikely to be resolved during
Examination.

Amber — issues which are in discussion and may be resolved during
Examination.

Green —issues that are likely to be resolved prior to or during Examination.
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Ref | Area of | Summary of concern held by | Signposting (to | RAG | Likelihood of the issue being resolved
disagreement | Natural England application prior to or during the Examination
evidence)
NE1 | Carrying out of | Natural England reiterates that a Outline Soil Medium
ALC survey on | detailed ALC and soil survey of the | Management Plan ; . TP
the cable route | agricultural land should be [ENO10157/ Applicant's position:
undertaken across the full Study APP/7.8] The Applicant does not consider it

Area to inform the Environmental
Statement (‘ES’). Natural
England's advice remains that this
data should be provided prior to
consent in order to inform decision
making. Soil data collected as part
of an ALC survey can also be used
to inform the soil resource and
management plan as set out in the
Defra Construction Code of
Practice for the Sustainable Use of
Soils on Construction Sites.

Natural England notes the ALC
survey does not include the grid
connection cable route. Natural
England advises that there is a risk
of soil damage, ALC degradation
and long term or permanent loss of
BMV from cable installation (grid
connection cable route). Therefore,
soil will need to be handled

necessary to carry out ALC surveys on the
grid connection cable route prior to
submission of the DCO Application. The
Applicant has produced an Outline Soil
Management Plan which applies to the
entire Order Limits, including the grid
connection cable route.

Within the Outline Soil Management Plan
[EN010157/APP/7.8], it is proposed that
detailed soil/land quality surveys of the grid
connection cable route will be undertaken
post-consent/pre-commencement, once
the design and land needed for excavation
is confirmed, thus avoiding unnecessarily
surveying the entire proposed grid
connection cable route corridor at this
stage. The Applicant notes that this is in
line with the approach accepted by the
Examining Authority and the Secretary of
State in respect of the approved Cottam
Solar Project.
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according to best practice and
reinstated to a high standard to
reduce the impacts. The results
from a detailed ALC survey would
provide soils data to inform a soil
management plan for the whole
Site regardless of whether the use
is permanent or temporary in
nature.

Source: Natural England DAS
response Peartree Hill ALC
(DAS/459920), dated 11
September 2024.

NE2

Bird surveys
(cable route)

Natural England notes that the bird
surveys undertaken do not cover
the grid connection cable route.
Natural England highlights that
there should be an assessment of
construction phase impacts on
functionally linked land. It should
be determined whether there is
sufficient existing evidence to
inform the assessment in these
areas, including bird surveys and
bird records to inform the
assessment. In the absence of
targeted bird surveys, a
precautionary approach should be
adopted for the assessment of

Habitats
Regulation
Assessment -
Information to
inform
Appropriate
Assessment
[EN010157/
APP/5.3]

Results of ongoing
passage and
wintering bird
surveys on the grid
connection cable
route to be made

High
The Applicant's position:

Passage/Wintering bird surveys are
currently being undertaken on the grid
connection cable route (Sep 2024-Apr
2025), and the results of these should be
available for the DCO Examination stage.

In the absence of bird survey data from the
grid connection cable route, a worst-case
scenario (i.e. assumed Functionally Linked
Land) has been assessed in the Habitats
Regulations Assessment - Information
to inform Appropriate Assessment
[EN010157/APP/5.3].
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impacts and potential mitigation
measures.

available at the

Examination stage.

NE3 | Mitigation area
for loss of func-
tionally linked
land

Natural England welcomes the
commitment to provide mitigation
areas for non-breeding birds
associated with the Humber
Estuary designated sites.
However, based on the initial
information provided in the
Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy
(dated November 2024), they
advise that the currently proposed
mitigation area is not sufficient to
adequately mitigate for impacts to
gualifying SPA bird species using
functionally linked land.

Habitats
Regulation
Assessment -
Information to
inform
Appropriate
Assessment
[ENO10157/
APP/5.3]

Outline
Landscape and
Ecological
Management Plan
[EN010157/
APP/7.5]

Medium
The Applicant’s position:

Since this comment, the calculations to find
the likely quantum of land required to
mitigate loss of functionally linked land
have been updated based on Natural
England’s comments (dated 14 January
2025). Mitigation areas have been
amended to include larger fields, which are
comparable to other fields of similar size
used by SPA/ Ramsar site species in the
area. The updated calculations/
methodology, along with additional details
of the management of the mitigation areas,
are set out in the Outline Landscape and
Ecological Management Plan
[ENO10157/APP/7.5], with further
information provided in the Habitats
Regulation Assessment - Information to
inform Appropriate Assessment
[EN010157/APP/5.3. In making these
changes, the Applicant considers the
guantum of mitigation land to be sufficient
to suitably mitigate the loss of functionally
linked land.

The Applicant will continue to engage with
Natural England, and other stakeholders,
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on this matter post-acceptance of the DCO
Application.

NE4

Additional
comments on
the Habitats
Regulations
Assessment —
Information to
Inform the Ap-
propriate As-
sessment
(September
2024) and Bio-
diversity Miti-
gation Strategy
(November
2024)

Natural England has provided

additional comments on the draft
Habitat Regulations Assessment
(September 2024) and Biodiversity

Mitigation Strategy (November
2024) to the Applicant. These
include comments regarding:

Loss of functionally linked
land for qualifying bird
species.

Disturbance/displacement
of qualifying bird species
using functionally linked
land.

Visual/noise disturbance of
lamprey.

Degradation of habitats as
a result of changes in water
guality/hydrology.

Disruption of flight
pathways of qualifying bird
species as a result of glint
and glare.

Post-consent monitoring.

Habitats
Regulations
Assessment -
Information to
inform
Appropriate
Assessment
[ENO10157/
APP/5.3]

Outline
Landscape and
Ecological

Management Plan

[EN010157/
APP/7.5]

Medium
The Applicant’s position:

Further details have been added to the
Habitats Regulations Assessment -
Information to inform Appropriate
Assessment [EN010157/APP/5.3] and the
Outline Landscape and Ecological
Management Plan [EN010157/APP/7.5],
which the Applicant considers have
addressed Natural England’s comments
(dated 14 January 2025 and 3 February
2025) as far as is reasonably practicable.

Regarding Natural England’s advice that
core mitigation areas should be surrounded
by a buffer of 150m — the Applicant has
designed the Proposed Development
having regard to ecological and other
constraints and their preliminary view is
that a 150m buffer around core mitigation
areas would not be workable.

The Applicant will continue to engage with
Natural England, and other stakeholders,
on these matters post-acceptance of the
DCO Application.




Peartree Hill Solar Farm
Potential Main Issues for Examination
EN010157/APP/5.6

RWE

Mitigation for ground
nesting birds.
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Table 3: East Riding of Yorkshire Council potential main issues
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ERYC1

Land drainage
- land drain-
age surveys

ERYC’s Land Drainage officer
commented that all sites should be
surveyed for existing land drainage
systems and ensure that any works
would not impact on existing drainage
systems. Access should also be
considered for future maintenance and
inspections of existing watercourses

Source: Statutory consultation
response (via email, dated 1 August
2024)

Outline
DEMP
[ENO10157/
APP/7.4]

High

The Applicant's position:

The Applicant has obtained copies of all
exiting land drainage plans from the
relevant landowners. In addition, the
Applicant has undertaken geophysical
surveys which have validated the
majority of these land drains.

It will not be possible for the solar PV
module mounting frames to be installed
without damaging some drains.

However, the Applicant anticipates the
effects to be negligible. Furthermore, the
Applicant has agreed through land option
agreements with each landowner to
commission two years of annual land
drainage reviews, following completion of
construction, undertaken by an
independent consultant.

Where any drainage issues/ surface
ponding are identified as resulting from
the installation of the solar PV modules
the Applicant will seek to improve the
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issues as appropriate. This may involve
reinstatement of damaged land drains,
as set out in the Outline DEMP
[EN010157/ APP/7.4].

The Proposed Development design
incorporates setbacks from existing
watercourses in accordance with the
Internal Drainage Board’s and
Environment Agency’s requirements, as
set out in ES Volume 4, Commitments
Register [EN010157/ APP/7.4].

ERYC2

Existing public
rights of way
and new per-
missive paths

ERYC'’s Countryside Access officer
commented that while the Proposed
Development states that there is
unlikely to be any permanent closures
or diversions, and has several
potential permissive rights of way
included, they would like to see more
scope for permanent upgrades to
existing PRoW, consideration for more
public and permissive links within the
development area and other access
opportunities. These would then meet
the National Planning Policy
Framework requirements to improve
and enhance the PRoW network.
Some of the access tracks that lie
outside of the fenced areas would be
ideal routes for additional
public/permissive rights of way for all

Outline
Rights of
Way and
Access
Management
Plan
[EN010157/

APP/7.9]

Outline
Landscape
and
Ecological
Management
Plan
[ENO10157/

APP/7.5]

Medium
The Applicant's position:

As part of the design of the Proposed
Development, approximately 12.6km of
new permissive paths will be provided
that link in with the existing public rights
of way network, including links to the
existing Riston Footpath No. 2, Tickton
Footpath No. 6 and Wawne Footpath No.
1. These are shown on ES Volume 3,
Figure 3.4: Indicative Environmental
Masterplan [EN010157/ APP/6.3]. In
addition, the proposed new permissive
path circuit in Land Areas D and E will be
made available for horse riding.

The existing public rights of way within
the Order Limits and proposed new
permissive paths will be managed to

13
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non-motorised use, including less able
ambulatory users.

In addition, ERYC’s Countryside
Access Officer commented that there
are a number of outstanding claims for
PRoW through the site and that if these
claims are investigated as a result of
the application for the Proposed
Development, then the Applicant could
find that they obstruct the claimed
routes if they are eventually added to
the Definitive Map. Also, while there are
additional permissive routes being
provided, they would prefer the routes
to be dedicated as public so that they
are a permanent legacy, as the
likelihood is that on decommission of
the site any permissive rights would be
withdrawn.

ensure users’ safety (see Outline
Rights of Way and Access
Management Plan [EN010157/APP/7.9]
for details).

As set out in the Outline Landscape
and Ecological Management Plan
[ENO010157/APP/7.5], the surfacing of
permissive paths is yet to be determined,
but the Applicant will explore options in
consultation with the Community Liaison
Group to enable accessibility of
permissive paths for a variety of users.
Further details will be provided in the
Landscape and Ecological Management
Plan.

Should development consent be granted,
the Applicant would only be granted
powers for the construction, operation
and decommissioning of the Proposed
Development within the Order Limits,
and would not have powers to undertake
works outside of the Order Limits. The
Proposed Development would be
operational for a temporary 40-year
period, after which it would be
decommissioned, as set out in ES
Volume 1, Chapter 3: Proposed
Development Description
[EN010157/APP/6.1] and the Outline
Decommissioning Management Plan
[EN010157/APP/7.4]. The Applicant will
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ERYCS3

Park Lane ac-
cess

ERYC’s Highways officer commented
that they do not consider the use of
Park Lane acceptable for any
additional HGV movements. If access
is needed to Creyke Beck Substation
they consider it should be from the
approved layby extension along the
A1079. This was approved as part of a
previous DCO submission by Orsted
known as Hornsea 4.

ES Volume
4, Appendix
14.1,
Transport
Assessment
[EN010157/
APP/6.4]

Outline
Construction
Traffic
Management
Plan
[EN010157/
APP/7.7]

continue to engage with ERYC post-
acceptance of the DCO Application on
any claims for public rights of way which
run through the Site and discuss
potential opportunities for these to link
with the new permissive path network.

15

Low
The Applicant's position:

The Applicant has investigated making
use of the proposed new access road off
the A1079 and has reached out to
National Grid to discuss the Creyke Beck
Substation upgrade works.
Unfortunately, there is no certainty about
when the new access off the A1079 will
be delivered and therefore the Applicant
cannot rely on it to provide access for the
Proposed Development. The use of the
access has been designed, assessed
and consented on the basis of use by
another project. The Applicant has no
land or legal rights to make use of this
access should it come forward.

The Proposed Development needs to
use Park Lane for only a very small
number of vehicles comprising
equipment and workers required to
undertake the laying of the final 700m of
the grid connection cable route into the
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National Grid Creyke Beck Substation.
This will comprise approximately 10
HGVs per day (20 HGV movements)
plus 10 LGVs (20 LGV movements) for
just a short period of time (several
months) which is considered negligible
and will be barely perceivable by users
of Park Lane.

Park Lane already carries HGVs and
LGVs associated with the existing
glasshouses and other sites already use
Park Lane for HGVs. It is also
understood that the consented
development Albanwise Synergy Limited
Creyke Beck BESS proposes to put
significant numbers of vehicles, including
HGVs, onto Park Lane and by
comparison to this precedent, the
Proposed Developments proposals
would be negligible. Similarly, the
previously constructed BESS facility
(now operational) included significantly
higher volumes of traffic during
construction.

Management of construction related
HGVs and other vehicles would be
controlled through the Construction
Traffic Management Plan, which will be
substantially in accordance with the
Outline Construction Traffic
Management Plan

16
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ERYC4

Passing place
opposite
Meaux Abbey
Farm

ERYC’s Building Conservation officer
commented that Change 9 (from
targeted consultation), which proposes
a vehicle passing place opposite
Meaux Abbey Farm (a grade Il listed
building), could negatively impact the
building's setting. The farm's
significance partly comes from its
relationship with the surrounding
agricultural environment. To protect
this, they recommend omitting the use
of this road or relocating the passing
place to the north or south of the farm.

ES Volume
2, Chapter 9:
Cultural
Heritage
[EN010157/
APP/6.2]

ES Volume
4, Appendix
9.4: Detailed
Settings
Impact
Assessment
[ENO10157/
APP/6.4]

[ENO010157/APP/7.7], and which will
provide protection to other road users on
Park Lane.

Based on the precedent set by other
developments in the area, the low traffic
volumes associated with the Proposed
Development, and the lack of certainty
around whether the other project and the
associated access off the A1079 will
come forward, the Applicant considers its
proposed approach to access along Park
Lane is appropriate.

The Applicant will continue to engage
with ERYC on this matter post-
acceptance of the DCO Application.

Medium
The Applicant's position:

Whilst the Applicant has considered
alternative locations for passing places, it
is deemed necessary from a road safety
perspective to create one at this location
due to its position in relation to bends in
the road.

In addition, at this location there is a wide
area of highway verge meaning the
passing place could be constructed with
minimal impact on hedgerows, which will
help minimise ecological impacts.
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Source: Targeted consultation

response (received 7 November 2024)

Outline
CEMP
[EN010157/
APP/7.2]

Outline
OEMP
[EN010157/
APP/7.3]

Outline
DEMP
[EN010157/
APP/7.4]

The potential impact on the setting of
Meaux Abbey Farm has been assessed
in ES Volume 4, Appendix 9.4:
Detailed Settings Impact Assessment
[EN010157/APP/6.4] and ES Volume 2,
Chapter 9: Cultural Heritage
[EN010157/APP/6.2], which conclude
that the effect would be temporary and
fully reversible, and is considered 'not
significant’ following the implementation
of mitigation measures in the Outline
CEMP [EN010157/APP/7.2] and Outline
OEMP [EN010157/APP/7.3] (and
Outline DEMP [EN010157/APP/7.4] if
necessary).
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Ref | Area of | Summary of concern held | Signposting (to | RAG | Likelihood of the issue being resolved
disagreement | by Environment Agency application during the Examination
evidence)
EAL1 | Fish Impacts relating to fish have ES Volume 2, Medium
not been considered within Chapter 7: . , o
the documentation submitted. Biodpiversity The Applicant's position:
More weight should be af- [EN010157/ Survey work has identified that the network of
forded to fish impacts to en- APP/6.2] ditches and drains may support a population of
sure the development identi- Habitats common a_nd Widesprgad fish species. Given
fies species likely impacted Regulations that only dlscret_e sections of these _
and adjusts mitigation Assessment - watercourses will be affected by culverting

measures as appropriate.

Source: Environment Agency
statutory consultation re-
sponse (XA/2024/100093/01-
L01), dated 25 June 2024

Information to
inform
Appropriate
Assessment
[ENO10157/
APP/5.3]

works which will aim to maintain connectivity
and flow and that standard pollution control
measures will be implemented during
construction and decommissioning, no
significant effects are anticipated. During
operation, the retention of 10m offsets between
the development and watercourses and taking
land out of intensive cultivation would likely
improve water quality and fish populations.

The grid connection cable route that intersects
the River Hull will be constructed using
Horizontal Directional Drilling under the River
Hull to avoid any direct impacts on fish
species.

Fish species associated with the Humber
Estuary Special Area for Conservation and
Ramsar site have been covered within the

20
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consideration of effects on European Sites and
no potential for significant effects has been
identified.

EA2

Water dis-
charge per-
mits/ abstrac-
tion licences

A water discharge activity per-
mit is required to carry out dis-
charges of sewage and trade
effluent. Given the size of the
Proposed Development it is
unlikely that the Regulatory
Position Statement on Tem-
porary dewatering from exca-
vations to surface water can
be met and a permit will there-
fore likely be required to dis-
charge dewatering effluent or
surface water run-off gener-
ated from areas of exposed
soil during construction.

If the Proposed Development
does not meet the exemption
and require a full abstraction
licence it should be aware that
some aquifer units may be
closed for new consumptive
abstractions in this area.

Please note that the typical
timescale to process a licence
application is 9-12 months.
The Applicant may wish to
consider whether a scheme-

Other Consents
and Licences
[EN010157/
APP/5.9]

High

The Applicant's position:

If water is encountered during below ground
construction, suitable dewatering methods will
be used in line with best practice/guidance.
Any groundwater dewatering required in
excess of the exemption thresholds will be
undertaken in line with the requirements of the
Environment Agency (under the Water
Resources Act 1991 as amended) and the
Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016.

Note that ‘Water abstraction or impoundment
licence — under section 24 of the Water
Resources Act 1991 (as amended by the
Water Act 2003), Environment Act 1995, Water
Resources (Abstraction and Impounding)
Regulations 2016’ is included in the Other
Consents and Licences [EN010157/APP/5.9]
document that is submitted with the DCO
Application. It is considered unlikely that such
a licence would be required, but should
pumping or dewatering activities be judged to
not meet the exemption level, applications for
the relevant licence would be made by the
contractor before abstraction or impoundment
commences.
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wide dewatering application
rather than individual applica-
tions would be beneficial.
Given current timescales for
determination of environmen-
tal permits, the Environment
Agency encourages the Appli-
cant to engage with them on
permit requirements at the
earliest possible stage.

Source: Scoping Opinion
(Case Reference: EN010157),
dated 20 December 2023.

The Applicant will continue to engage with the
Environment Agency on this matter post-
acceptance of the DCO Application and will
share further details as the design progresses.

EA3

Water quality

While the Environment
Agency are content that water
quality can be scoped out of
further assessment on the un-
derstanding that remaining
concerns are addressed in
other DCO Application docu-
ments, there is potential for
pollution of the water environ-
ment due to abnormal and
emergency situations at
BESS developments, in par-
ticular fires.

They expect suitable provi-
sions to contain water in the
event of a fire to be designed
into the site. The capacity for

ES Volume 2,
Chapter 10:
Land, Soil and
Groundwater
[EN010157/
APP/6.2]

ES Volume 4,
Appendix 5.5:
Water
Framework
Directive
Screening and
Scoping Report
[EN010157/
APP/6.4]

Medium

The Applicant's position:

ES Volume 4, Appendix 5.5: Water
Framework Directive Screening and
Scoping Report [EN010157/ APP/6.4] has
been updated in light of the Environment
Agency’s comments and is submitted in
support of the DCO Application. A
HDD/bentonite breakout plan will be included
in the Construction Environmental
Management Plan, which will be substantially
in accordance with the Outline CEMP
[EN010157/ APP/7.2], and measures to
mitigate contamination in relation to BESS are
considered in the Outline Battery Safety
Management Plan [EN010157/ APP/7.6] and
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such systems should be de- Outline CEMP ES Volume 2, Chapter 10: Land, Soil and

termined by the applicant in li- | [EN010157/ Groundwater [EN010157/ APP/6.2].

aison with the fire service. APPI7.2] For reasons outlined to date, the Applicant

Source: Environment Agency | Outline Battery considers that introducing surface water

DAS response Safety containment systems at all BESS locations

(XA/2024/100118/03-L01), Management would be a disproportionate measure and that

dated 22 January 2025. Plan [EN010157/ the proposed geotextile and gravel base

APP/7.6] system, along with measures outlined in
management plans (such as those mentioned
above), would adequately mitigate potential
pollution events.
The Applicant will continue to engage with the
Environment Agency and Humberside Fire and
Rescue Service on matters relating to BESS
and firewater post-acceptance of the DCO
Application.
EA4 | Water re- There needs to be a water re- | ES Volume 1, Medium
sources sources assessment which in- | Chapter 3: The Applicant's position:

Eyedﬁzea;ll(go\}é?g?g%ﬁﬁ?% [P)rec\)/%?oS;r?]en i Water use c_iuri_ng cqnstructior}, operation and

construction and operation Description decqmmlssmnmg will be r.elatl_vely_low and

phases of the development. [EN010157/ provided by bowsers. _If[ Wlll prlmarlly be used

This is to understand the wa- | APP/6.1] to support welfare facilities, which themselves

ter demand of the proposal
and ensure that the surround-
ing area can meet this need
without detrimental impacts
on the environment.

will be standalone, i.e. use of temporary
sewage facilities that will be manually emptied.
Water will be transported to site by road from
an existing nearby licenced water abstraction
source and stored on site in tanks. Self-
contained portable welfare units which store
foul/wastewater for collection/emptying by
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Source: Environment Agency
statutory consultation re-
sponse (XA/2024/100093/01-
L0O1), dated 25 June 2024.

specialist licenced contractors will be used.
Water use will be extremely low during
operation in that the panels will be self-
cleansing and the Site will be remotely
operated with approximately four permanent
staff employed during the operational phase,
who will be based on-site. Consequently, water
use is anticipated to be generally lower during
construction, operation and decommissioning
when compared to water use on the existing
site, which is presumed to be irrigated during
dry spells.

The Applicant will continue to engage with the
Environment Agency on this matter post-
acceptance of the DCO Application and will
share further details as the design progresses.
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Table 5: Figham Pasture Masters potential main issues

RWE

FPM1

Construction
works within
the common

The Figham Pasture Masters
require minimum disruption to users
of the common, livestock and the
tenants during construction.

Access across common must be
maintained/managed during
construction.

Outline CEMP

[EN010157/
APP/7.2]

Outline
Construction
Traffic
Management
Plan
[ENO10157/
APP/7.7]

Draft DCO
[EN010157/
APP/3.1]

High
The Applicant's position:

Several outline management plans have
been prepared as part of the DCO Application
which should address the Figham Pasture
Masters’ concerns. The outline management
plans include measures proposed to address
the issues relating to access. The draft DCO
will also include requirements for detailed
Management Plans to be prepared by the
appointed contracted and submitted to and
approved by local planning authority. The
Applicant considers this should give the
Figham Pasture Masters sufficient comfort.

The Applicant will continue to engage with the
Figham Pasture Masters on this matter post-
acceptance of the DCO Application.
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FPM2 | Construction Drainage impacts need to be Outline LEMP High
works within avoided or any impacts repaired. [EN010157/ . . s
the common APP/7.5] The Applicant's position:
The draft cable easement option includes
obligations requiring that drainage will be
repaired and monitored for a period of 2
years post implementation.
The Applicant will continue to engage with the
Figham Pasture Masters on this matter post-
acceptance of the DCO Application.
FPM3 | Construction Soils and grass swards need to be | Outline Soil High
works within appropriately mitigated and | Management , . s
the common reinstated in agreement with | Plan The Applicant's position:
pasture masters [ENO10157/ An Outline Soils Management Plan has been
APP/7.8] prepared as part of the DCO Application
Draft DCO which should address the Figham Pasture
[EN010157/ Masters’ concerns. The draft DCO also
APP/3 1] includes a requirement for a detailed Soil

Management Plan to be prepared and
approved by the local planning authority. The
Applicant considers this should give the
Figham Pasture Masters sufficient comfort in
relation to this matter.

The Applicant will continue to engage with the
Figham Pasture Masters on this matter post-
acceptance of the DCO Application.
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Table 6: National Grid potential main issues

RWE

NG1 | Works in NGET plans to extend the National | Works Plans
relation to the | Grid Creyke Beck substation and | [EN010157/
proposed build a new substation (Birkhill | APP/2.2]
Creyke Beck Wood) to connect new customers to

. .| Land  Plans
substation the network. The proposed grid
extension connection cable route and access [ENO10157/
from Park Lane crosses NGET- | APP/2.4]
owned land which overlaps with
areas to be utilised and/or closely
linked to the proposed substation
extension, leading NGET to lodge a
holding objection until further details
can be clarified.

NG2 | Works within The current DCO Order Limits | Draft DCO
National Grid | include the National Grid Creyke | [EN0O10157/
Creyke Beck Beck Substation as the final location | APP/3.1]
Substation of the connection works for the

Proposed Development has not

High
The Applicant's position:

The Applicant has engaged with NGET and
has had regard to their comments and pro-
posals for the Creyke Beck Substation exten-
sion as part of the latest design development.

The Applicant and NGET have shared itera-
tions of the latest project proposals and are
aligned in regard to the need for further en-
gagement during the examination to identify
and address any concerns as well as any po-
tential opportunities for their respective pro-
jects.
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been agreed with Northern Power
Grid or NGET.

NGET require further consultation
with the Applicant and Northern
Power Grid to assess the impact on
their existing and future assets,
especially if land acquisition, rights
extinguishment, or work near their
apparatus is involved, as well as
protective provisions.

NGET land and that a section of 132kV con-
necting to Northern Power Grid assets in the
eastern extent of the Creyke Beck Substation
will also cross NGET land.

The Applicant is now in receipt of the latest
proposals for the Creyke Beck Substation ex-
tension and will continue to engage with
NGET on the project interactions across the
access track. It is not anticipated that the
132kV cable connection works required as
part of the connection agreement with NPG
will impact the proposed substation extension
proposals.

Protective Provisions have also been included
in the draft DCO for the protection of NGET
assets. These were initially shared with
NGET for review in October 2024

Crossing agreements will be negotiated and
secured ahead of works commencing.

NG3

Works within
proximity to
existing
infrastructure

NGET highlighted that existing
overhead lines are protected by
easement agreements to provide
them the necessary rights to repair,
maintain and inspect assets.

In addition to the easements, NGET
require that all safety clearances
must be upheld within the proximity
of their assets.

Draft DCO
[EN010157/
APP/3.1]

High
The Applicant's position:

The Applicant has had regard to all existing
assets as part of the design works and in pre-
paring construction methodologies.

All safety clearances and design measures re-
quired by NGET have been incorporated.
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Protective Provisions have also been included
in the draft DCO for the protection of NGET
assets.
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