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1 Statement of Competence 

1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 Regulation 14(4) of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 states: 

“In order to ensure the completeness and quality of the environmental statement 
– 

The applicant must ensure that the environmental statement is prepared by 
competent experts; and 

The environmental statement must be accompanied by a statement from the 
applicant outlining the relevant expertise or qualifications of such experts”.  

1.1.2 This Statement of Competence has been prepared by RSK, as the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Coordinator for the Proposed Development, and 
outlines the relevant professional experience, expertise and qualifications of the 
individuals responsible for preparing the Environmental Statement. 

1.2 RSK 

1.2.1 RSK has a proven track record of successfully managing environmental studies 
for a range of renewable energy-based developments throughout the UK, 
including solar developments. This includes experience of undertaking, 
managing and delivering non-statutory EIAs/environmental appraisals, and 
statutory EIAs under both the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and for 
projects defined as Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). RSK’s 
technical teams that support EIA projects are specialists in delivering 
environmental best practice and are regularly called upon to contribute to public 
inquiries and government advice panels. 

1.2.2 RSK routinely works through the whole lifespan of a development project, from 
feasibility and site selection, design stage input through to scoping, EIA and post 
consent and construction support. RSK has a particular focus on undertaking, 
managing and delivering EIA for energy developments. 
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Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment Quality Mark 

1.2.3 RSK is a registrant to the Institute of Environmental 
Management and Assessment’s EIA Quality Mark, a 
voluntary scheme through which EIA activity is independently 
reviewed so that Environmental Statements are produced in 
accordance with current best practice standards. The EIA 
Quality Mark provides a benchmark for EIA activities and, as 
a registrant, RSK must adhere to the seven Institute of 
Environmental Management and Assessment Quality Mark Commitments, which 
are as follows: 

• EIA management;  

• EIA team capabilities; 

• EIA regulatory compliance; 

• EIA context and influence; 

• EIA content; 

• EIA presentation; and 

• Improving EIA practice. 

1.3 Competent experts 

1.3.1 RSK has undertaken coordination of the EIA and preparation of this 
Environmental Statement on behalf of RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage 
LTD (the Applicant), with specialist environmental input from Calibro Consultants 
Ltd in relation to water, Pager Power Ltd in relation to glint and glare, and Amet 
Property Ltd in relation to agricultural land classification, who are all competent 
experts in their fields. 

1.3.2 Summaries of the relevant expertise and qualifications of the competent experts 
who have prepared the Environmental Statement are presented in Table 1-1 
below.
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Table 1-1: Relevant professional experience, expertise and qualifications of the individuals responsible for preparing 
the Environmental Statement 

Competent expert 
and technical 
discipline 

Qualifications/professional 
memberships/accreditation 

Years of 
experience 

Summary of experience 

Environment Lead MSc Ecology and Environmental 
Management 
 
BSc Geography  
 
Chartered Environmentalist   
 
Full Member of Chartered Institute 
of Ecology and Environmental 
Management  
 
Practitioner Member of Institute of 
Environmental Management and 
Assessment 

24 Technical Director with over 24 years’ 
experience in the environment sector, 23 of 
which have been spent in environmental 
consultancy. Experience relates to the 
environmental assessment and 
management of a wide range of projects 
including energy, road infrastructure projects 
(motorway, smart motorway, trunk road and 
local authority road schemes in Wales, 
England and Scotland), residential/mixed-
use developments, pipelines and gas 
storage facilities.  
 
They have particular expertise in Nationally 

Significant Infrastructure Projects; project 

management of small, medium and large 

scale EIAs; providing pragmatic advice to 

clients on environmental issues and 

opportunities; working closely with clients 

and statutory/non-statutory organisations; 

and undertaking stakeholder consultation.  

 
A former chair of the Institute of 
Environmental Management and 



 

Page 4 

 

Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
Environmental Statement 
Volume 4, Appendix 1.1: Statement of Competence  
EN010157/APP/6.4 

Competent expert 
and technical 
discipline 

Qualifications/professional 
memberships/accreditation 

Years of 
experience 

Summary of experience 

Assessment’s Impact Assessment Steering 
Group. 
 
Environment Lead for Springwell Solar Farm 
DCO, Rosefield Solar Farm DCO, Mylen 
Leah Solar Farm DCO and Kingsway Solar 
Farm DCO. 

Lead EIA Coordinator MSc Environmental Impact 
Assessment and Management 
 
BSc Geography  
 
Chartered Environmentalist  
 
Full Member of Institute of 
Environmental Management and 
Assessment 

8 An Associate Director with a wealth of 
experience in leading and coordinating EIAs 
and post-consenting approvals 
predominantly for large infrastructure 
projects in the energy (generation and 
transmission) and highways sectors across 
England. 
 
Lead EIA Coordinator for Mylen Leah Solar 
Farm DCO. 

EIA Coordinator MSc Environmental Consultancy 
 
BSc Geography  
 
Practitioner Member of Institute of 
Environmental Management and 
Assessment 

3 An Environmental Consultant specialising in 
coordinating EIAs predominantly for large 
infrastructure projects in the energy 
(generation and transmission) sector across 
England and Wales. 
 
Assistant EIA Coordinator for Electric Arc 
Furnace and Llyn Lort Energy Park.  
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Competent expert 
and technical 
discipline 

Qualifications/professional 
memberships/accreditation 

Years of 
experience 

Summary of experience 

EIA Coordinator  MSc Environmental Science and 
Management 
 
BSc Environmental Earth Science 
 
Registered Environmental 
Practitioner  
 
Practitioner Member of Institute of 
Environmental Management and 
Assessment 

2 An Environmental Consultant specialising in 
coordinating EIAs and post-consenting 
approvals predominantly for large 
infrastructure projects in the energy 
(generation and transmission) and highways 
sectors across England. 
 
EIA Coordinator for Mylen Leah Solar Farm 
DCO. 

Air Quality PhD Air Quality 
 
MEng Environmental Engineering 
 
BEng Civil Engineering 
 
Chartered Scientist  
 
Chartered Environmentalist 
 
Practitioner Member of Institute of 
Environmental Management and 
Assessment 
 

30 They have over 30 years of experience in 
environmental consultancy and has 
undertaken, coordinated or reviewed air 
quality impact assessments for several 
infrastructure development projects in the 
UK and overseas, including solar, battery 
energy storage systems, onshore and 
offshore wind, carbon capture, hydrogen 
and electrical infrastructure projects. 
 
Air Quality Lead for Springwell Solar Farm 
DCO, Rosefield Solar Farm DCO, Mylen 
Leah Solar Farm DCO and Kingsway Solar 
Farm DCO. 
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Competent expert 
and technical 
discipline 

Qualifications/professional 
memberships/accreditation 

Years of 
experience 

Summary of experience 

Full Member of Institute of Air 
Quality Management and Institute 
of Environmental Sciences  

 

Biodiversity  
 
 
 
 

BSc Biology 
 
Chartered Ecologist  
 
Chartered Environmentalist 
 
Fellow of Chartered Institute of 
Ecology and Environmental 
Management  

30 
 

They have a wealth of experience in 
delivering ecological advice and ecological 
impact assessment for a wide range of 
development schemes mainly wind, solar 
and new nuclear.  
 
Biodiversity Lead for Springwell Solar Farm 
DCO and Rosefield Solar Farm DCO. 
 

Climate PhD Climate Science 
 
BSc Environmental Science 

7 They have extensive experience in 
quantifying greenhouse gas emissions for a 
range of infrastructure projects, companies 
and products, as well as compiling Climate 
Change Risk Assessments for assets in the 
UK and globally. They have led the work for 
over 70 climate chapters for EIA and ESIAs, 
spanning a wide range of assets including 
onshore wind, solar, battery energy storage 
systems, electrical infrastructure, residential 
developments, carbon capture and storage 
facilities, national railways and mining.  
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Competent expert 
and technical 
discipline 

Qualifications/professional 
memberships/accreditation 

Years of 
experience 

Summary of experience 

Climate Lead for Springwell Solar Farm 
DCO, Rosefield Solar Farm DCO, Mylen 
Leah Solar Farm DCO and Kingsway Solar 
Farm DCO. 

Cultural Heritage BA Archaeology and Anthropology 
 
Associate accredited with the 
Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists 

11 They have experience in delivering heritage 
advice, undertaking heritage impact 
assessment, and preparing and managing 
heritage mitigation strategies on 74 
development projects. Seven of these 
projects have required EIA and three were 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects. 
They have been the Heritage Lead for more 
than 10 solar projects, including one located 
close to a World Heritage Site.  
 
Cultural Heritage Lead for Copper Bottom 
Solar Farm and a solar PV farm in Devizes, 
Wiltshire (Land East of Blounts Court Farm). 

Land, Soil and 
Groundwater 

MSc Environmental Diagnostics 
 
BSc Environmental Geology 
 
Chartered Geologist 
 
European Geologist  

24 They have a track record of providing land, 
soil and groundwater input for all stages of 
ES developments for numerous projects, 
including solar farms, onshore wind farms, 
linear infrastructure projects and onshore 
elements of offshore wind farm projects.  
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Competent expert 
and technical 
discipline 

Qualifications/professional 
memberships/accreditation 

Years of 
experience 

Summary of experience 

Land, Soil and Groundwater Lead for 
Springwell Solar Farm DCO and Rosefield 
Solar Farm DCO. 

Landscape and 
Visual 

MA Landscape Architecture 
 
Graduate Diploma in Landscape 
Design 
 
Chartered Member of the 
Landscape Institute 
 

12 They have extensive knowledge of 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessments 
gained on a variety of projects including 
electricity infrastructure projects, industrial 
facilities, large and small renewable energy 
projects, residential development, retail and 
leisure development and landscape 
restoration projects across Britain including 
within valued and sensitive landscapes and 
several of the UKs National Parks including 
The Lake District, Snowdonia, The Peak 
District, Loch Lomond and The Trossachs, 
Exmoor, the Brecon Beacons and 
Northumberland National Park. 
 
Landscape and Visual Lead for North 
Shropshire Reinforcement Project DCO, 
Green Gen Towy Teifi Development of 
National Significance and Cobra Castle 
Solar Farm. 

Noise and Vibration BSc Physical Geography 
 

17 They have acted as the programme 
manager, technical and stakeholder lead for 
noise and vibration assessments, 
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Competent expert 
and technical 
discipline 

Qualifications/professional 
memberships/accreditation 

Years of 
experience 

Summary of experience 

Institute of Acoustics Diploma in 
Acoustics and Noise Control 
 
Full Member of Institute of 
Acoustics 

specifications, monitoring and management 
plans to support the consenting, design, 
construction and operation of billions of 
pounds worth of development in the UK and 
overseas, including one other Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project for the 
renewables sector. 
 
Noise and Vibration Lead for Springwell 
Solar Farm DCO. 

Population MSc Environmental Impact 
Assessment and Management 
 
Practitioner Member of Institute of 
Environmental Management and 
Assessment 

7 They have more than seven years’ 
experience as an EIA Coordinator and have 
been the lead author of EIAs for major 
development projects across multiple 
sectors.  
 
Population Lead for Springwell Solar Farm 
DCO, Mylen Leah Solar Farm DCO and 
Kingsway Solar Farm DCO. 

Transport and 
Access 

BSc Transport and Logistics 
 
Member of Chartered Institution of 
Highways and Transportation 

25 They have significant experience across 
development planning, transport 
assessments and EIAs.  
 
Transport and Access Lead for Thorpe Park 
Rail Station, Leeds. 
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Competent expert 
and technical 
discipline 

Qualifications/professional 
memberships/accreditation 

Years of 
experience 

Summary of experience 

Water MSc Water Management 
 
BSc Environmental Science 

17 Their experience encompasses high level 
roles in both the public and private sector 
and experience as an expert witness. They 
have produced Flood Risk Assessments and 
Drainage Strategies for numerous solar 
projects and been responsible for ES inputs 
on a wide variety of schemes.  
 
Water Lead for Mousewell Solar Farm and 
Minety Solar Farm. 
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