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Peartree Hill Solar Farm (the Proposed Development) is a solar and battery 
storage project located near Beverley in East Riding of Yorkshire that would 
provide up to 320MW of clean energy, enough to power the equivalent of 
approximately 167,000 homes. 

We consulted on our proposals throughout last year and the input received 
has helped to shape the final design of the Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. We submitted our application to the 
Planning Inspectorate in February 2025 and it was accepted for examination 
on 21 March 2025. 

Peartree Hill Solar Farm
project update
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We appreciate all of the engagement and interest the local community has shown in our proposals.

Since October 2023, we have:

Thank you for getting involved

Held three rounds of 
consultation, showcasing 
our plans as they have 
progressed and taking on 
board feedback.

Held seven in-person 
events at local venues, 
meeting local people and 
talking about the project… 
and at these events, 		
we had 285 attendees.

Held four online webinar 
events, where we shared 
information about the project 
and answered questions from 
the community. 

Issued newsletters to over 
11,000 local addresses… 
twice!

Received a total of 287 
feedback responses from 
the local community.

2,300 people visits our 
project website.

Received 64 emails through 
our dedicated project inbox.

Had 88 people register for 
updates on the project.

Gained 87 followers 
on the project 		
Facebook page.

Held 24 briefings with local 
elected representatives and 
parish councils to gain their 
feedback on our proposals.

“We’re writing to you today to inform you 
about the changes we have made to 
Peartree Hill Solar Farm in response to our 
statutory and targeted consultations, held 
last year. 

We have now submitted our application 
to the Planning Inspectorate, and I would 
like to thank everybody who took part in 
our consultation programme, whether it 
was online or by meeting us at one of our 
events. Throughout the pre-application 
stage, we have held three stages of 
consultation and received almost 300 
responses from local people. 

We have made sure that every one of these comments has been read 
and considered by the team, and where possible, we have implemented 
design changes in accordance with these comments. This newsletter 
outlines how feedback has helped to play a critical role in developing 
Peartree Hill Solar Farm. 

There were changes proposed as part of the consultation that were not 
implemented. In these cases, we have provided a response explaining 
why within our detailed Consultation Report, that was submitted with the 
application. We are now entering the next phase of the planning process 
and encourage everyone to stay involved and follow Peartree Hill Solar 
Farm’s progress.

Once again, we are grateful for the time you have taken to be involved 
in the development of Peartree Hill Solar Farm.”

Mike Greslow, DCO Project Manager, Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Following the statutory consultation in May 2024 and targeted consultation in October 2024, we have 
made the following key changes in response to feedback received:

What you told us at 
statutory consultation

You said We did 

We received some comments outlining 
concern that proposals for Land Area 
A could result in potential risks to local 
wildlife and the environment.

As a result of feedback, and ongoing environmental 
assessments, we have removed Land Area A (land south 
of High and Low Baswick) entirely from the amend site. 

We received comments raising concern 
for the proposed access route using 
Black Tup Lane.

We have reviewed technical information and surveys 
carried out regarding construction, operational and 
decommissioning transport needs.

Following this review, the southernmost access point at Land 
Area C, which would utilise Black Tup Lane and Woodhouse 
Lane has been removed from the Proposed Development.

We received comments outlining the 
desire for the Proposed Development 
to include new footpath routes.

Appreciating the demand for new local walking routes, we 
have progressed our plans to include approximately 12km 
of new permissive paths within the solar farm. 

These routes run through what is currently private land and 
therefore will help to open up this space for local people to 
use for leisure for the lifetime of the Proposed Development.

We received comments that the 
proposals should include bridleways 
or paths for horse riders.

In response to this feedback, we have expanded the number 
of the proposed permissive paths that will be open to use 
by horse riders in both Land Area D and E. This means 
approximately 9.4km of new permissive paths through 
the solar farm will be made available to horse riders.

We received comments outlining 
concern about the height of the solar 
PV modules.

In response to this feedback, we have considered the type 
of solar modules proposed to be used as part of the 
Proposed Development and have reduced the maximum 
solar PV module height from 3.5m down to 3m.

We received feedback raising concern 
for the visual impact of the Proposed 
Development.  

To help alleviate concerns around visual impact alongside 
reducing the maximum solar PV module height, we have 
incorporated 19.5km of hedgerows as part of the Proposed 
Development. This new planting would help to mitigate visual 
impacts from nearby homes, residential areas and public 
rights of way.

Across our recent statutory and targeted consultations, we presented our proposals for Peartree Hill 
Solar Farm and sought your feedback on the project. This included requesting feedback on the site layout 
and design, as well as details of construction, operation and decommissioning, initial environmental 
information, and plans for a community benefit fund. 

The feedback received, alongside further environmental and technical assessments, helped us to refine 
our proposals and informed the final design of the application for Peartree Hill Solar Farm, submitted to 
the Planning Inspectorate. 

Design changes to Peartree Hill 
Solar Farm

Read the Consultation Report
For a full review of the comments received, and our response to each, you can 
read the Consultation Report that was submitted with the DCO application online 
using the following link or QR code:

Indicative Masterplan
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What happens next?
Examination period
The DCO application has been accepted by the Planning Inspectorate for examination. The examination 
of applications for development consent under the Planning Act 2008 is undertaken by an Examining 
Authority appointed by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State. The overriding 
aim of an examination is to ensure that the proposals and issues are proportionately, and reasonably, 
considered. Following the closure of the examination, the Examining Authority must submit a report 
and recommendation to the Secretary of State to enable the Secretary of State to reach and publish 
a decision on whether to grant consent for the Proposed Development. 

How to stay involved
Members of the public will need to fill out a registration form and make a relevant representation during 
the relevant representation period if they want to be an interested party and:

•	 have the right to send further comments and provide evidence during the examination 
	 of the application,

•	 have the right to request to speak at hearings, 

•	 hear about events and decisions made during the process and, 

•	 hear about the progress of the application.

A relevant representation should include full details of any issues that you want to be considered as part 
of the examination. Representations must be submitted on a registration form and the form must be 
received by the deadline. The form will be available on the Planning Inspectorate’s project website 
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010157

View the submitted application
The application documents can be viewed:

•	 Online, or downloaded free of charge, from the Peartree Hill Solar Farm page of the Planning 
Inspectorate’s National Infrastructure Planning website https://national-infrastructure-consenting.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010157

•	 Online, or downloaded free of charge on our project website: peartreehillsolar.co.uk/documents 

•	 Electronically free of charge during the relevant representation period, at the local locations and times 
set out below 

Location Opening Times* 

Beverley Library, Champney 
Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

Monday 9:30am–4:30pm,  Tuesday 9:30am–6:30pm,  
Wednesday 9:30am–4:30pm,  Thursday Closed,  
Friday 9:30am–4:30pm,  Saturday 9am–4pm,  
Sunday Closed

Leven Library, Recreation Hall, 
East Street, Leven, Beverley 
HU17 5NG

Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm

A limited stock of USBs with the Application Documents uploaded will also be available to take away at Tickton Village Hall 
(Main Street, Tickton, HU17 9RZ) when the village hall is open. 
*Please note that opening hours are subject to change. Please check and confirm opening times with the venue if planning a visit.  

Summer 2025 
Start of examination

Expected project timeline

Why do we need solar farms?
While the UK has been making steady progress towards decarbonisation and reducing reliance on fossil 
fuels, our energy system is not self-sufficient. It is therefore vulnerable to changes in global energy prices, 
impacting people’s energy bills.

Solar power is a vital part of the energy mix helping the UK meet its net zero targets, while becoming less 
reliant on expensive fossil fuel imports for electricity and heating.

The UK has a legally binding commitment to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050. As one of the 
cheapest and most rapidly deployable forms of renewable energy, solar will play an important role in 
achieving this commitment.

The UK Government has set an ambition of reaching 45-47GW of installed solar capacity by 2030, 
a significant increase on the current installed capacity, and our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
would make a key contribution towards achieving this ambition.

Who is RWE?
The initial plans for Peartree Hill Solar Farm were presented by JBM Solar during the non-statutory 
consultation in Autumn 2023. JBM Solar has now been acquired by RWE, one of the top three largest 
solar developers in the UK. 

The project is still led by the same knowledgeable team with the same values. As part of RWE, Peartree 
Hill Solar Farm will now benefit from over 125 years of energy expertise, through design, construction, 
and operation. 

It is RWE’s ambition to have a carbon neutral energy portfolio by 2040, providing clean, secure, 
and affordable energy to millions of households.

Community benefit fund update
In line with our corporate commitment to fostering community development, we are looking to establish 
a Community Benefit Fund of up to £4.2 million over the lifetime of the Proposed Development. All 
suggestions for the use of the Community Benefit Fund received during the statutory consultation 
will be considered when the Community Benefit Fund is launched.

This fund will be managed by an independent third party and will support a wide variety of community 
projects, ensuring the funds are accessible and beneficial to the local area. Decisions on fund allocations 
will be made by a panel of local people to ensure the community’s needs are met.

March 2025 
Application accepted

Spring 2026 
Determination of Development 

Consent Order by Secretary of State 
for Energy Security and Net Zero

You can also contact the project team via the communication channels on the back page if you would like 
to receive a USB with the Application Documents



Our team will remain available to provide information and answer 
any questions throughout the examination process.

You can get in touch with the project team via the following channels:

info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

01482 695 004

Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM

or follow us on Facebook for regular updates: 
facebook.com/peartreehillsolarfarm/

Contact us


