
Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
Permissive Path Targeted Consultation Newsletter 

Wednesday 24 September to Wednesday 22 October 2025



Scan the QR code to visit our website:  
peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

Peartree Hill Solar Farm (the Proposed Development) is a solar and battery 
storage project located near Beverley in East Riding of Yorkshire that would 
provide up to 320MW of clean energy, enough to power the equivalent of 
approximately 167,000 homes. 

The Proposed Development is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008. RWE is therefore required to make 
an application to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero for 
a Development Consent Order (DCO) to seek consent to construct, operate, 
maintain and decommission the Proposed Development.

Earlier this year we submitted an application for a DCO to the Planning 
Inspectorate. The DCO Application was accepted for examination by the 
Planning Inspectorate on Friday 21 March 2025. The examination started on 
Tuesday 22 July 2025.

In response to submissions made to the Planning Inspectorate as part of the 
examination, we have identified some potential changes to the proposed permissive 
path routes within the Proposed Development design. We are seeking feedback on 
these changes through a targeted consultation. 

This targeted consultation gives you the opportunity to comment on the 
proposed changes and will run from Wednesday 24 September to 11:59pm  
on Wednesday 22 October 2025. 
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During the course of the examination process, submissions have been made[1] raising concerns about 
the potential for disturbance to bird species caused by users of permissive paths (including dogs) having 
unrestricted access to ecological mitigation areas, particularly those located in Fields D18 and E6.

Fields D18 and E6 have been identified as ground nesting and wintering bird mitigation areas for the relevant 
bird species associated with the Humber Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA)/Ramsar site identified in the 
Habitats Regulations Assessment. [2] To address the concerns raised during the examination, the Applicant is 
therefore proposing to modify some of the proposed permissive path routes.

The changes would see the removal of some permissive paths and the addition of others. If progressed, the 
changes would result in an overall reduction in permissive path provision of approximately 800m but there 
would remain a considerable network of approximately 11.8km of permissive paths to be bought forward  
as part of the Proposed Development.

1 Natural England’s Relevant Representation [RR-012]: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010157/representations/100001676

2 �This document provides evidence to determine the potential for the Proposed Development to impact on European Sites. The latest version of the document can be located at the following 
link: https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010157-000487-5.3%20Habitats%20Regulations%20Assessment%20Information%20to%20
inform%20Appropriate%20Assessment%20(tracked)%20Revision%203.pdf

Description of proposed changes 

What is a permissive path? 
Permissive paths are routes which would be made available for use by  
the public during the lifetime of the Proposed Development but would  
not become a permanent right of way.

Responses to this targeted consultation should be submitted in the following ways: 

•  �Completing a feedback form online at peartreehillsolar.co.uk or by returning  
a paper copy to our Freepost address: Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM  
(no stamp required)

•  �Emailing us at info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

•  �Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp required) 

Please provide any feedback you have by 11:59pm on Wednesday 22 October 2025.

Map of Peartree Hill Solar Farm (including field numbers)

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010157/representations/100001676
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010157-000487-5.3%20Habitats%20Regulations%20Assessment%20Information%20to%20inform%20Appropriate%20Assessment%20(tracked)%20Revision%203.pdf
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010157-000487-5.3%20Habitats%20Regulations%20Assessment%20Information%20to%20inform%20Appropriate%20Assessment%20(tracked)%20Revision%203.pdf
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Details in DCO application: Our application included a permissive path loop around Field D18, which has been 
identified as an ecological mitigation area for wintering birds. The path would also be available for horse riders.  

In addition, there are a number of minor amendments which have been discussed with Natural England  
in order to reduce disruption to relevant bird species.

The first change involves moving the permissive path that runs through the proposed biodiversity mitigation 
area between Fields D16 and D17 closer to the edge of D16. The image of the proposed change also 
now shows the proposed post and wire fencing between the new proposed permissive path route and 
the proposed mitigation areas, as shown by the dark blue line.

The second change involves moving the permissive path in Field B2 closer to the east edge of this 
field, as shown by the yellow/orange dashed line. The image of the proposed change also shows the 
proposed post and wire fencing to be located between the permissive paths and mitigation areas,  
as shown by the dark blue line.

Details in DCO application: Our application included a permissive path loop around Field E6, which has been 
identified as an ecological mitigation area for wintering birds. The path would also be available for horse riders.  

Proposed change: This change involves the removal of the permissive path loop around Field D18 but 
retention of a small section in the north-east of the field to allow access from Meaux Livery, on the other side 
of Meaux Lane, to the rest of the permissive path network. This section of permissive path would be fenced  
off to prevent access to the mitigation area from the path. The proposed permissive path will still be available 
for use by horse riders.

Proposed change: This change involves the removal of the permissive path loop around Field E6. 
Installation of a fence line within Field E6 along the boundary to prevent access to the mitigation area to the 
east of the permissive path. Relocation of the section of permissive path along the east of Field E6 to the 
other side of the hedge, which would prevent access to Field E6, and extending the path around Fields E7 
and E8 to join up with the rest of the network. This change would compensate for the loss of permissive path 
loops around Field E6 and D18. The proposed permissive path will still be available for use by horse riders.
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Change to permissive path around Field D18

Other changes 

Change to remove permissive path around Field E6  
and extension of permissive paths around E7 and E8

Image of plans presented in the DCO application

Image of plans presented in the DCO application

Image of plans presented in the DCO application

Image of the proposed change 

Image of the proposed change 

Image of the proposed change 

Before After

Before

Before

After

After

Image of plans presented in the DCO application Image of the proposed change 

Before After

Post and wire fencing would be up to 1m in height in order to form a barrier between permissive 
path users (including dogs) and the ecological mitigation areas identified in this change. No 
significant Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment effects are anticipated as a result of the 
fencing proposed.

The plans on the following pages show the proposed changes. The permissive paths are shown in a 
yellow/orange dashed line and proposed post and wire fencing is shown in a dark blue line.
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Examination period 
The examination of applications for development consent under the Planning Act 2008 is undertaken  
by an Examining Authority appointed by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State.

The overriding aim of an examination is to ensure that the proposals and issues are proportionately,  
and reasonably, considered. 

Following the closure of the examination, the Examining Authority must submit a report and 
recommendation to the Secretary of State to enable the Secretary of State to reach and publish  
a decision on whether to grant consent for the Proposed Development.

The examination for Peartree Hill Solar Farm began in July and is due to close in December 2025. 

All documents relating to the examination can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s project page: 
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010157 

The third change involves moving the permissive path at the north of Field B8, closer to the  
northern edge of the field and to the edge of the proposed biodiversity mitigation area in this field. 
The proposed post and wire fencing between the new path route and proposed mitigation areas is 
shown by a dark blue line.

Image of plans presented in the DCO application Image of the proposed change 

Before After

Additional post and wire fencing
As part of the changes to the Proposed Development, additional post and wire fencing is being 
proposed between permissive paths and ecological mitigation areas. This will provide further 
protection for ecological mitigation areas located along the permissive path routes from  
disturbance by users of the paths including dogs running into the areas. 

The total length of the proposed additional post and wire fencing is approximately 6km and  
it will be up to 1m in height. Due to the fencing’s low profile, no significant landscape and visual 
effects are anticipated as a result of this fencing.

The fourth change involves moving the permissive paths throughout Land Area F closer to the edges 
of the fields where necessary (F15, F16, F14, F9, F10) as shown by the yellow/orange dashed line.  
The image of the proposed change also shows indicative post and wire fencing between paths  
and mitigation areas in Fields F14, F9, F10 and F16, as shown by the dark blue line.

Image of plans presented in the DCO application Image of the proposed change 

Before After

July 2025 
Start of examination

December 2025 
End of examination 

Expected project timeline

March 2025 
Application accepted

Spring 2026 
Determination 

of Development 
Consent Order by the 

Secretary of State 
for Energy Security 

and Net Zero

How to provide comments
We are conducting this targeted consultation to provide impacted people with the opportunity 
to give their views on the revisions to the permissive paths proposed as part of the Proposed 
Development. 

If you have any comments on the proposed changes, you can submit feedback in the following ways: 

•  �Completing a feedback form online at peartreehillsolar.co.uk or by returning a paper copy  
to our Freepost address: Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp required)

•  �Emailing us at info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

•  �Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp required) 

Please provide any feedback you have by 11:59pm on Wednesday 22 October 2025. 

After the targeted consultation closes, we will carefully review and take into account all responses 
received. If the changes are taken forward, RWE will make a formal request to the Examining 
Authority to change the DCO application currently being examined. A Consultation Report would  
be submitted as part of any change request. The Examining Authority would then review our change 
request and make a decision whether or not to accept it.

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010157


If you have any questions, suggestions, or would like to provide feedback 
on our proposals, our dedicated team is here to assist you. 

You can reach us via: 

info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

01482 695 004

Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM

Connect with us on Facebook to stay informed, receive project updates, 
and engage in online discussions. 

Find us on Facebook using 

@peartreehillsolarfarm

Contact us


